
 Press release
 Cabinet de la ministre  

 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CNW CODE 01 + WEEKLIES 
 
 

Conclusion of prebudget consultations and  
announcement of the tabling of the 2009-2010 Budget 

 
Montréal, March 8, 2009 − Minister of Finance and Minister responsible for 
Infrastructure Monique Jérôme-Forget today announced the conclusion of prebudget 
consultations. “I would first like to thank everyone who participated in the 
consultations, either in an individual capacity or as the representative of an 
organization,” the Minister noted. 
 
Between January 14 and March 5, 2009, the Minister of Finance and MNA for Viau 
Emmanuel Dubourg, her Parliamentary Assistant, met with nearly 50 businesses, 
organizations, individuals and groups from the union, employer, social, cultural and 
community sectors, economists and representatives of banks, government 
corporations, professional corporations, students, and the venture capital sector. 
They also met with representatives of the opposition parties. 
 
“During the consultations, we received over 100 briefs, which we examined 
attentively,” the Minster added. Moreover, some 4500 Quebecers responded to the 
Minister’s invitation to participate online in the prebudget consultation.  
 
A number of key observations emerge from the private and online consultations and 
the briefs submitted. “These consultations reveal that Quebecers and Québec 
businesses are increasingly concerned by the economic situation, which has 
deteriorated rapidly in recent months. What is more, a big majority of participants 
maintain that the government should pursue its efforts to support the economy during 
this difficult period. They are asking us to support employment, help businesses 
affected by the crisis, foster investment and promote worker training,” she said. 
 
Furthermore, the individuals consulted are of the opinion that the government must 
continue to invest massively in infrastructure. Given the current financial situation, the 
majority of participants agree that the government should temporarily return to a 
deficit provided that it is not of a structural nature. Moreover, a big majority of the 
participants believe that a reduction in spending must be one of the government’s 
priorities. 
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The development of Québec’s full energy potential (Plan Nord), green technologies 
and environmental protection were also pinpointed as promising projects to be 
considered.  
 
2009-2010 Budget Speech 
The Minister also announced that the 2009-2010 Budget Speech will be delivered on 
Thursday, March 19, 2009 at 4 p.m. in the National Assembly. Chair of the Conseil du 
trésor and Minister responsible for Government Administration Monique Gagnon-
Tremblay will table the 2009-2010 Expenditure Budget the same day. Journalists will 
be invited at that time to participate in a Budget lock-up to examine the relevant 
documents. Details of the invitation will be forwarded shortly. 
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