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The Receiver’s Proposal Regarding Attractions Hippiques: 
a Significant Reduction in the Gaming Offering 

 
Québec, January 30, 2009 − The Minister of Finance and Minister responsible for 
Infrastructure, Monique Jérôme-Forget, insists on setting the record straight 
concerning Attractions Hippiques. 
 
The proposal of the receiver, RSM Richter Inc., appointed by the Superior Court to 
submit a restructuring plan for the activities of Attractions Hippiques, significantly 
reduces the gaming offering compared to the agreement reached in 2006 between 
the Société nationale du cheval de course (SONACC) and Attractions Hippiques. 
Whereas the agreement stipulated that Attractions Hippiques was to receive 22% of 
the revenue from 1 900 video lottery terminals (VLT), the receiver’s proposal, which is 
currently under discussion with the ministère des Finances, calls for the number of 
VLTs to be reduced to 935.  This is a decrease of almost 1 000 VLTs, representing a 
significant reduction in the gaming offering. 
 
In addition, there was never any question of locating a private casino on the site of 
the Hippodrome de Montréal. Instead, the receiver has proposed that a pari-mutuel 
room (Hippo Club) equipped with VLTs, like the one already located at the 
Hippodrome, be installed on part of the site. 
 
The receiver’s proposal stipulates that the activities of the racetracks in Gatineau, 
Québec City and Trois-Rivières be maintained for a minimum of 15 years. 
 
“The Official Opposition is particularly badly placed to lecture the government. The 
leader of the Official Opposition, when she was Minister of Finance, proposed to 
SONACC, in January 2003, that the racetracks in Gatineau, Québec City and 
Trois-Rivières be closed. The proposal, which fortunately did not go any further, 
would have had very negative effects in these regions,” the Minister observed. 
 
In addition to maintaining activities in the regions, the receiver’s proposal would have 
no effect on public finances since 78% of VLT revenues would be returned to 
Loto-Québec. 
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“The receiver’s proposal regarding Attractions Hippiques offers advantages in terms 
of keeping activities in the regions and, especially, reducing the gaming offering. That 
is why it is being discussed with the ministère des Finances, with the objective of 
maintaining the horse-racing industry in Québec,” Minister Jérôme-Forget concluded. 
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