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PARAMETERS AND TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

Description 

 Under the March 2017 Québec Economic Plan, the government 
announced the establishment of an electricity discount program to 
promote greenhouse development.  

 The assistance paid in the form of reduced electricity costs allows for 
the reimbursement of up to 50% of the eligible costs: 

— the reimbursement of 40% of the eligible costs incurred; 

— an additional 10% for eligible costs incurred to convert the heating 
system to electricity. 

– The additional discount will also be available for new 
greenhouse projects in respect of which an electric heating 
system is chosen from the outset. 

 The assistance will correspond to a maximum reduction of 20% of the 
electricity bill, for a maximum period of four years or, in the case of an 
application concerning at least $5 million, six years.1 

Investment 
projects targeted 

 The new electricity discount program to promote greenhouse 
development targets projects that achieve one of the following 
objectives: 

— a start-up or increased production; 

— enhanced productivity through the modernization of equipment or 
production methods; 

— the conversion of a fossil-fuel heating system to an electric heating 
system. 

Time frame 

Enrolment period to submit an application: 

 from September 30, 2017 to December 31, 2019. 

Period for the completion of investments for applications submitted 
prior to January 1, 2019: 

 from March 29, 2017 to December 31, 2021. 

Period for the completion of investments for applications submitted 
after December 31, 2018: 

                                            
1
 See the “Eligibility” section for additional information on eligible projects. 



 
 
 

2 
 

 from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2021. 

Period of application of the discount:  

 from September 30, 2017 to December 31, 2028. 

Rules governing 
concurrent 
government 

financial 
assistance 

 The electricity discount is granted independently of other forms of 
government assistance. 

 However, establishments that benefit from the Economic Development 
Rate (EDR) or a special contract are excluded from the measure. 

Eligibility 

Investment projects 

 To be eligible for the measure, investment projects must be carried out 
in Québec in a greenhouse whose main activities are commercial or 
generate farm income.  

 The businesses must show that each of their projects satisfies one of 
the program’s objectives.  

 The application for eligibility that a business submits can combine 
several investment projects.  

 The total planned investments in the application must reach a minimum 
investment threshold. 

Number of applications for eligibility per business  

 No restrictions apply to businesses concerning the number of 
applications for eligibility, but each application must cover projects that:  

— can be carried out with the time frame; 

— comply with the minimum investment threshold. 

New greenhouses 

 New greenhouses can benefit from the electricity discount program.  

Investment 
threshold 

 The minimum investment threshold for an application stands at 
$125 000. The eligible investments in the application must attain this 
threshold to benefit from a discount.  

Eligible 
investments 

Eligible investment expenses 

 For applications for eligibility submitted: 

— prior to January 1, 2019, only the sums committed starting from 
March 29, 2017 for projects completed by December 31, 2021 are 
eligible;  

— starting from January 1, 2019, only the sums committed starting 
from January 1, 2019 for projects completed by December 31, 2021 
are eligible.  
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 Eligible costs are expenses that give entitlement to a capital cost 
allowance. 

Ineligible expenses 

 Contingency funds 

 Maintenance of assets (current spending) 

 Verification reports on the investments completed 

 Purchases of land 

Audit of 
investments  

 The discount is payable following the production of a verification report 
confirming the realization of the investments stipulated in the 
application. 

— Each verification report must include a minimum of $125 000 in 
eligible costs. Only the final report can depart from this condition. 

 The verification report must be submitted at the same time as each 
follow-up document in respect of investment projects.  

Enhancement for 
conversion to 

electricity 

 To be eligible for the enhancement, the business must convert a fossil-
fuel heating system to an electric heating system. 

— The enhancement corresponds to 10% of the investments made for 
the conversion.  

 The enhancement for the conversion of a fossil-fuel heating system to 
an electric heating system will be granted after the completion of the 
project. 

 The additional discount will also be available for new greenhouse 
projects in respect of which an electric heating system is chosen.  

Application 

 The period of application begins on September 30, 2017 and ends on 
December 31, 2028. 

 The reduction in the electricity bill is applicable following the production 
of the follow-up documents. 

— The amount of the discount will be calculated according to the 
investments made. 

Maximum reduction of the electricity bill 

 The maximum reduction corresponds to 20% of the greenhouse’s 
electricity bill regardless of the electricity rate and in addition to the 
applicable rate options.  

 If the amount of the eligible reimbursement for a given year exceeds the 
maximum reduction of 20%, the surplus may be carried over to 
subsequent years.  

Recovery 

 In the event of failure to comply with the eligibility conditions, including 
the minimum investment threshold, the government may recover the 
overpayment. 

 


