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Consumers Now Have Access to Québec Wines 
in Grocery Stores. We Are Delivering on Our Commitment! 

Québec, December 20, 2016. – “With the Act respecting development of the small-
scale alcoholic beverage industry,” which, among other things, opens the door to the 
sale of Québec small-scale wines in grocery stores, we are meeting the expectations 
expressed by producers over the past several years, by providing them with a 
legislative framework tailored to today’s realities,” Minister of Finance Carlos J. Leitão 
was pleased to say during a visit to a Saint-Chrysostome grocery store with Chief 
Government Whip and MLA for Huntingdon Stéphane Billette. 

“Québec’s wine and alcoholic beverage industry is growing, so it was essential to 
modernize our legislation in order to support industry producers by opening up new 
sales outlets that will enable them to increase their visibility and expand as they 
deserve in all regions,” the Minister of Finance stated. 

Measures for brew pubs and small-scale distilleries 
The Act respecting development of the small-scale alcoholic beverage industry also 
contains measures to support Québec’s brew pubs and small-scale distilleries. In 
particular, under the Act, small-scale beer producer’s permit holders may sell their 
products at the place where they are produced, for consumption elsewhere. 
Accordingly, Québec’s many brew pubs may offer consumers visiting them the 
opportunity to take their beer home to drink. 

In addition, a new class of small-scale alcohol and spirits producer’s permit will be 
established to allow permit holders to operate their own distilling facilities. At the 
same time, a new artisan producers cooperative permit will enable members to 
diversify their production while sharing distilling costs, which will help improve their 
competitiveness.   

“Huntingdon County has a large number of creative artisans offering top-quality, 
distinctive products, and we are proud to support them. This is excellent news not 
only for vintners, cider producers, brewers, distillers and other small-scale alcohol 
producers, but also for consumers, who will have an easier time discovering Québec 
alcoholic beverages. We are thus delivering on another of our election promises and 
facilitiating access to Québec products, which are the pride of our regions,” Stéphane 
Billette remarked. 

  



“This new regulatory model is therefore in step with our constantly changing society 
and modernizes the existing legislative and regulatory framework. The Régie des 
alcools, des courses et des jeux will continue to ensure that the standards for 
guaranteeing consumers quality products are met. With this Act, the government is 
innovating, while remaining mindful of health and public-security considerations,” 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Land Occupancy, Minister of Public Security and 
Minister responsible for the Montréal region Martin Coiteux added. 

“Consumers now have access to Québec wines in grocery stores. Why not take 
advantage of the Christmas holidays to offer your guests a Québec wine and cheese 
pairing,” Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Pierre Paradis concluded. 
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