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Federal Budget 2015-2016 

Minister Leitão welcomes the economic development measures, but 
says he is disappointed his requests concerning  

infrastructure and health were not heard 
 

Québec, April 21, 2015 – “The federal budget tabled today contains good news for 
economic development that will foster growth in Québec. However, I am disappointed 
that our health requests were not heard and that infrastructure efforts continue to be 
very inadequate,” Minister of Finance Carlos Leitão said. 

Manufacturing sector and small businesses 
Minister Leitão is satisfied to see that the federal government will invest in fostering 
the economic development of the country’s SMBs and manufacturing sector in 
particular. “The federal government’s investments will build on Québec’s ongoing, 
sustained investments in the forestry, mining and aerospace sectors,” he indicated. 
The Minister also said he was satisfied with the reduction of the federal tax rate for 
small businesses, from 11% to 9% over four years, while pointing out that the tax rate 
for small businesses in Québec is 8% and was lowered to 4% for the manufacturing 
sector on April 1, 2015. 

Canada Health Transfer 
Several provinces, including Québec, will be facing significant health care challenges 
in the coming years, in particular as the population ages. However, the federal 
government confirmed today that it is maintaining its position with respect to the 
Canada Health Transfer as of 2017-2018, and it did not take into account the 
demographic realities of the provinces. “Considering that the federal government’s 
contribution currently represents less than 25% of provincial health spending, Québec 
is disappointed that the budget contains no additional amounts that would more fairly 
distribute the health care bill in this country,” the Minister of Finance affirmed. 

  



Infrastructure 
Given that infrastructure investment stimulates productivity and contributes greatly to  
economic prosperity, Québec is disappointed that the federal government’s efforts to 
develop its infrastructure continue to be very inadequate. “Whereas Québec will 
invest $88.4 billion in infrastructure for the period 2015-2025 through the Québec 
Infrastructure Plan, the federal government will invest, in Canada as a whole, 
$47.5 billion of new money intended for the provinces under the Building Canada 
Plan 2014-2024,” the Minister emphasized.  
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