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The Minister of Finance launches the 2011-2012 

pre-budgetary consultations 
 
Québec City, December 2, 2010  In conjunction with his presentation of the 
Economic and Financial Update, Minister of Finance, Minister of Revenue and 
Minister responsible for the Montréal region Raymond Bachand announced the 
launching of consultations in anticipation of the elaboration of the 2011-2012 Budget. 
 
Minister Bachand emphasized that the context in which the next Budget will be tabled 
differs from the one that prevailed at the time of the 2010-2011 Budget. Recovery is 
well under way, but economic growth will be slightly more modest than forecast in 
2011. The budget deficit also leaves the government little financial leeway. “For this 
reason, we must create wealth in order to make sensible choices that will enable us 
to sustain our values, maintain access to quality public services and support those 
who need it,”  he added. 
 
“We have adopted a simple premise in respect of the pre-budgetary consultations that 
are beginning: we are steering a steady course on our objectives to balance 
Québec’s public finances and control our debt within three years. The 2011-2012 pre-
budgetary consultations will focus resolutely on the future. We are going to ask 
Quebecers, constituted groups, associations and organizations how they perceive the 
Québec of tomorrow in light of the unavoidable challenges that our demographic 
deficit and low productivity pose,” Mr. Bachand explained. 
 
Moreover, the Minister announced the resumption of online consultations, which will 
take place this year in two stages. Individuals can first find out about the current 
economic setting and the questions that the government wishes to broach in the 
forthcoming Budget by means of the consultation document available on the Website. 
In January, the public will be invited to express its opinion by answering an online 
questionnaire. A discussion forum will also be opened to allow those who wish to do 
so to discuss the questions covered by this consultation. Quebecers can express their 
opinions at: consultations.finances.gouv.qc.ca. 
 
“Public participation in the consultations affords them an outstanding opportunity to 
express their opinions on questions that are important for Québec’s future. I invite all 
Quebecers to participate in this democratic exercise,” the Finance Minister added.  
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The Minister also indicated that private consultations with various stakeholders will 
take place in the coming weeks, as has been the case every year. “These meetings 
allow groups and the representatives of civil society to share with me their concerns 
and solutions to meet the challenges that lie ahead,” he concluded. 
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