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Put Québec Expertise to Work for Quebecers 

 
The Government authorizes the Société des alcools du Québec to 

invest in a limited partnership that will operate outside Québec 
 
Montréal, October 4, 2010 - The Minister of Finance, Raymond Bachand, today 
announced that the government is authorizing the Société des alcools du Québec 
(SAQ) to invest in a new limited partnership that will operate exclusively outside 
Québec. “The global wine industry is undergoing profound and rapid transformation 
and more and more international players are now competing with the SAQ. We must 
give it the means to meet the challenges of this new context so that it remains a major 
international player,” the Minister argued in explaining the government’s decision. 
 
Accordingly, the government is authorizing the SAQ to invest in a limited partnership 
with the Fonds de solidarité FTQ and Fondaction CSN.  The partnership will be 50% 
owned by the SAQ and 50% by the two labour funds. It will operate in the SAQ’s 
fields of activity, except for retail sales in stores. 
 
The expansion of the SAQ’s activities will showcase in other countries the high quality 
of expertise the SAQ has developed. It will also share its knowledge, for which it is 
also internationally recognized, in particularly in making group purchases or acting as 
wholesaler.  
 
By expanding outside Québec, the SAQ will be able to protect its gains and 
consolidate its purchasing power, which has an impact on price, access to products 
and variety.  As consumers, Quebecers will thus enjoy a wider variety of products and 
a competitive price-quality ratio. As taxpayers, they will also benefit from the 
increased dividends the SAQ pays to the government.   
 
“The SAQ is a major purchaser of wine on the world stage. Each year, it purchases 
more than $900 million of wine products, offering Quebecers a range of more than 
10 500 products from some 65 countries. It is reasonable that we wanted to maintain 
this exceptional product portfolio that is essential to customer satisfaction. The wine 
industry is changing very rapidly and the SAQ’s business strategies must adapt to this 
new situation to ensure that Quebecers can benefit from it,” Mr. Bachand said. 
 
Setting up the new limited partnership is a forward-looking project that will position the 
province of Québec and Montréal as the hub of the alcoholic beverages trade, in 
addition to creating and maintaining quality jobs.  
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 “The Société des alcools du Québec is one of the collective instruments we have 
developed and that we must now modernize − as we are doing with the 
amalgamation of the Société générale de financement and Investissement Québec − 
so that it can operate successfully in an economy that is ever more open to the world. 
Ultimately, this will benefit all Quebecers,” the Minister of Finance concluded. 
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