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The Minister of Finance announces the establishment of 

 an online game monitoring committee 
 

Montréal, July 9, 2010 − Minister of Finance Raymond Bachand today announced that he is 
moving ahead the commencement of the deliberations of the online game monitoring 
committee. “We have authorized Loto-Québec to develop online games but we are going to 
ensure that everything is done to maintain as a priority the fight against gambling 
addiction,” Minister Bachand emphasized.  
  
Commencement of the experts’ deliberations 
The monitoring committee was to initiate its deliberations when Loto-Québec launched its 
online games. “Having examined the Québec Ombudsman’s recommendation, the 
government has decided to move ahead the establishment and commencement of the 
deliberations of the committee of independent experts,” Minister Bachand noted. 
 
Louise Nadeau, a full professor in the Département de psychologie at the Université de 
Montréal and a recognized expert in the realm of dependences, will chair the committee. 
“Questions related to dependences, pathological gambling and their prevention are major 
concerns for me. I have agreed to chair this committee to serve the people of Québec and 
thus share my expertise and that of my colleagues in these fields,” Professor Nadeau said.  
 
Mrs Nadeau will share her mandate with Sylvia Kairouz, Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Concordia University, Magali Dufour, professor 
in the Service de toxicomanie, Faculté de médecine et des sciences de la santé at the 
Université de Sherbrooke, Richard Guay, Assistant Director General of the Direction générale 
des affaires policières, ministère de la Sécurité publique, and  
Lynne Duguay, acting Director General of the Centre de réadaptation Ubald-Villeneuve. 
 
The committee will also rely on the expertise of Mark Griffith from Nottingham Trent 
University in the United Kingdom. He is an expert who is recognized the world over for his 
research on online games, in particular his work published after the Swedish government 
introduced online games.  

Mandate of the committee 
The committee will have a mandate to analyse the social impact of the development in 
Québec of online games, to propose pathological gambling prevention strategies and to 
analyse the regulatory, technical, economic and legal measures that counteract illegal 
gambling. The committee will observe Loto-Québec’s implementation of online games and 
constantly monitor the games that the government corporation offers. Moreover, it is to 
submit a report no later than three years after the introduction of online games.  



 

 
Curb illegal gambling 
Minister Bachand emphasized the need to go ahead with Loto-Québec’s proposal. “We 
cannot accept the request from certain interveners to declare a moratorium, which would not 
enable us to curb the growth of illegal gambling already available to Quebecers. We have 
given Loto-Québec the green light and amended the regulations to allow it to offer a legal, 
honest channel to games already offered on the Internet and that have existed for several 
years,” he stressed. Moreover, the Minister indicated that several countries had in recent 
months decided to offer online games, in particular Australia, Belgium, Denmark and Finland.  
  
The Minister added that, contrary to the situation that now prevails on certain illegal sites, 
Loto-Québec will offer stable return rates, honest games, controlled, limited access to adult 
persons, and measures to control the time and the amounts played. 
 
Pathological gambling: a low prevalence rate 
The Finance Minister also wished to address concerns over pathological gambling and noted 
that the situation in Québec has improved. According to a study by the Institut national de 
santé publique published in 2004, the prevalence rate of pathological gamblers in Québec 
stood at 0.8% in 2002, one of the lowest rates in Canada. 
 
“I have confirmed with Loto-Québec that control and prevention measures will be adopted. 
That is why my colleague and I have agreed to include on this committee an expert in the 
realm of pathological gambling in order to anticipate the impact on the social services 
network,” added Lise Thériault, Minister for Social Services. 
 
Responsible management 
The Finance Minister believes that the challenge is to strike a balance between the economic 
dimension of this type of activity and social responsibility. “Over the years, Loto-Québec has 
succeeded in striking this balance. I am convinced that it will maintain such balance with the 
online games that it offers. Moreover, it should be noted that in 2009-2010, Loto-Québec paid 
the government $1 252 million in dividends. Some of this money is used to fund essential 
services such as health and education, rather than benefiting organized crime, as was 
previously the case,” he said.
  
“The establishment today of a monitoring committee reflects our determination to act in this 
project in order to maintain balance between the prevention of risk behaviours with online 
gaming and the development of new markets. In light of the quality of the committee 
members and Loto-Québec’s expertise, I am convinced that we will attain our objective,” 
Minister Bachand concluded. 
 

- 30 - 
 
Sources : Anne Marie Dussault Turcotte 

Assistant Press Relations Officer 
Office of the Minister of Finance  
41 643-5270 
 

Harold Fortin  
Press Relations Officer 
Office of the Minister responsible for Social 
Services 
418 266-7181 

 
 
 



 
Composition of the online game monitoring committee 

 
 
Louise Nadeau, Chair 
• Full professor in the Département de psychologie at the Université de Montréal and a 

recognized expert in the realm of pathological gambling. 
• Aside from her research devoted to drug addiction, alcohol, drugs and pathological 

gambling, Professor Nadeau has served from September 2000 to 2006 as Vice-
President of the Canadian Institutes of Health Research. 

Sylvia Kairouz 
• Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Concordia 

University. 
• Her fields of interest are modern social epidemiology in health, in particular substance 

consumption, pathological gambling and mental health. 

Magali Dufour 
• Professor in the Service de toxicomanie, Faculté de médecine et des sciences de la 

santé at the Université de Sherbrooke. 
• Her research interests focus, among others things, on games of chance and money, 

cyber addiction, Internet poker, and problems related to comorbidity between gambling 
and addiction. 

Richard Guay 
• Assistant Director General of the Direction générale des affaires policières, ministère de 

la Sécurité publique. 
• Mr. Guay has over 29 years of experience in police work and corporate security.  In his 

capacity as an officer responsible for criminal investigations with the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, he oversaw the administrative and operational management of all 
criminal investigations conducted in Québec (economic crime, counter-terrorism, and the 
fight against organized crime). 
 

Lynne Duguay 
• Acting Director General of the Centre de réadaptation Ubald-Villeneuve. 
• The Centre de réadaptation Ubald-Villeneuve offers specialized rehabilitation services to 

young people and adults from the Capitale-Nationale region who have problems related 
to alcohol abuse or dependence, drugs, or games of chance and money. 

 


