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Pre-budget consultations, 2010-2011 

 
The Minister of Finance Announces That 

the Pre-Budget Consultations Have Concluded 
 
Québec, March 10, 2010 − The Minister of Finance, Raymond Bachand, announced 
today that the 2010-2011 pre-budget consultations have concluded. “Given the 
challenges we face regarding public finances, this year’s consultations have been 
exceptional in scope and importance. Overall, more than 70 companies, 
organizations, individuals and groups were heard, 160 briefs were submitted, not to 
mention the roughly 24 000 individuals who visited the online consultations website, 
of whom almost 6 000 completed our questionnaire on the priorities to be considered 
to restore Québec's public finances. To accompany our preparation of the 2010-2011 
budget, we wanted a genuine debate and I am very pleased with the extensive 
participation on the part of both the public and the media,” he said.  
 
Varied exchanges 
Between October 27, 2009 and March 10, 2010, the Minister of Finance and his 
parliamentary assistant, Emmanuel Dubourg, MNA for Viau, met with more than 70 
companies, organizations, individuals and groups from various segments of society. “I 
want to praise the many participants who contributed to our reflections by submitting 
concrete proposals,” Minister Bachand stated. 
 
Acknowledging the scope of the challenge, the Minister also met with representatives 
of the three opposition parties at the beginning and the end of the process, i.e. in 
December 2009 and February 2010. 
 
Expert panel  
A specific feature of this year’s consultations is that the Minister formed an advisory 
committee that accompanied him throughout the pre-budget consultations. In very 
short order, the panel of independent experts produced three documents that 
contributed significantly to the public debate. In accordance with its mandate, the 
committee proposed a process for implementing measures to ensure economic 
growth and funding of quality public services accessible to all. 
 



Online consultation increasingly popular 
The Minister also said he was very satisfied with the public response to the online 
consultation. The online consultations website received almost 24 000 visits, with 
almost 6 000 completing the online questionnaire or expressing their opinion on the 
discussion forum provided for that purpose. “I examined the many comments made 
on the site with great interest, as well as the proposals addressed to me,” he said. 
 
Rencontre économique 2010 
Along with the pre-budget meetings, the Rencontre économique 2010 was held in 
January, in Lévis. Chaired by the Premier, the gathering provided an opportunity for 
discussion with economic partners on Québec’s future and the conditions required to 
benefit fully from economic recovery. Participants used this special occasion to 
discuss how Québec should position itself over the next twenty years. 
 
Observations 
Generally speaking, those who gave their opinion during the pre-budget consultations 
said they were concerned by the economic situation and Québec's public finances. 
The message is fairly unanimous: to return to balanced budgets and ensure the long-
term viability of public services, the government must both tighten spending and 
increase revenue, and the effort must be collective. 
 
“Opinions differ on the methods for dealing with the situation, in particular the sources 
of financing to be emphasized. Private consultations, the deliberations of the expert 
panel, the briefs we have receive and the online consultation will help us come up 
with options that, I trust, Quebecers will support,” the Minister concluded. 
 

- 30 - 
 
 
Source: Catherine Poulin  

Press Relations Officer 
Office of the Minister of Finance  
and Minister responsible for the 
Montréal region 
418 643-5270 
514 873-5363 

 


