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The Minister of Finance and the Minister of Education, Recreation 

and Sports React to the Pact for Competitive Financing of Our 
Universities 

 
Québec, February 23, 2010 – The Minister of Finance, Raymond Bachand, and the 
Minister of Education, Recreation and Sports, Michelle Courchesne, expressed 
interest at the release earlier today of the pact for competitive financing of our 
universities. “The document takes up a number of ideas and proposals heard during 
the pre-budget consultations and at the Rencontre économique 2010.  In particular, it 
highlights a question that crops up in many areas of activity of Québec society: What 
is the fair share users should pay for public services compared to what the 
community covers?” the Minister of Finance noted. 
 
“People from many walks of life have signed this document, in particular former 
representatives of student federations and associations, many people from the 
education community, including emeritus professors, representatives of the business 
community and former ministers from a variety of political allegiances. I want to 
praise their contribution. Their initiative contributes to the ongoing public debate on 
the choices relating to Québec's public finances,” Minister Bachand added. 
 
The Ministers reaffirmed that education remained one of the government’s priorities 
and that they were fully aware of the fundamental role of our universities in Québec’s 
economic future. “Education has always been a priority for our government. We 
undertook to invest $1 billion in higher education by 2012, and we are sticking to that 
goal. The four major values mentioned in the pact, namely accessibility, fairness, 
excellence and efficiency must remain the foundation of any decision taken regarding 
the funding of our universities,” Minister Courchesne pointed out. 
 
We may recall that the government made a campaign promise to limit increases in 
tuition fees to $50 per session for all university students until 2012. 
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