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The Advisory Committee on the Economy  
and Public Finances Tables Its First Document 

 
Montréal, December 14, 2009 - The Minister of Finance, Raymond Bachand, 
has announced that he has received the first document to result from the 
deliberations of the Advisory Committee on the Economy and Public Finances, 
and that the document will be available, as of 2 p.m. today, on the website of the 
2010-2011 pre-budget consultations (consultations.finances.gouv.qc.ca). 
 
The Minister set up the Advisory Committee on the Economy and Public 
Finances October 27, 2009, as part of the ongoing pre-budget consultations. It 
consists of independent and acknowledged experts, Pierre Fortin, Robert Gagné, 
Luc Godbout and Claude Montmarquette. The Minister of Finance is co-chairing 
the committee along with Robert Gagné. 
 
An independent committee 
With the release of this initial document, the Minister wants to make clear the role 
he is playing within the committee. As co-chair, he wants to be closely involved 
with the analyses and studies that will develop over the coming weeks.  
 
However, his co-chairing the committee will leave it completely free to pursue its 
work: it will have the required leeway to formulate the analyses and proposals it 
considers relevant. “The analyses and proposals the committee will produce will 
be those of an advisory committee, which I will examine and discuss with my 
government colleagues to determine the appropriate follow-up,” Minister 
Bachand specified. 
 
Framing the question 
Concerning the economy and public finances, the Minister noted that Québec 
has a great deal of government-funded services: “We have developed an 
extensive social safety net that corresponds to society’s most deeply-held values. 
The government has decided not to cut existing services, but we must make sure 
that these services are delivered as efficiently as possible, to maximize the 
quality and amount of what is offered to the public.”  



The Minister is pleased to note that the advisory committee is moving quickly to 
broaden the public debate currently engaged. “I invite the public to view this initial 
document that, I am convinced, will help identify the main issues facing us in the 
short and medium term.”  
 
“The assessment given today by the advisory committee and the proposals that 
will result from it will be valuable sources of reflection,” the Minister of Finance 
concluded. 
 

- 30 - 
 
Source:   Catherine Poulin 
   Press Relations Officer 
   Office of the Minister of Finance 
   and Minister responsible for the Montréal region 
   418 643-5270 
   514 873-5363 
 
 
 


