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2004−2005 Budget: the Finance Minister launches 

prebudgetary consultations 
 
Québec City, December 16, 2003 − As promised, Québec Finance Minister Yves Séguin today 
launched consultations in anticipation of the elaboration of the 2004-2005 Budget. 
 
“All Quebecers can participate in these consultations, which I deem to be extremely important. 
Last spring, circumstances made this undertaking impossible. As we prepare the 2004-2005 
Budget, it is important to inform the public but also to ascertain its long-term priorities,” the 
Finance Minister noted. 
 
Consultations will focus primarily on: 
 
• priorities to meet challenges in the next 10 years; 
• sources of funding to satisfy society’s needs; 
• Quebecers’ tax burden; 
• the simplification of the taxation system. 
 
The prebudgetary consultations will take place mainly in the form of public hearings chaired by the 
Finance Minister. Any individual, group or organization interested in submitting a brief in order to 
be heard during public hearings is invited to do so. The deadline for submitting briefs is January 
16, 2004. Public notices to this effect will be published in daily and certain weekly newspapers. All 
of the documents will be available on the ministère des Finances Web site 
(www.finances.gouv.qc.ca) as of December 17, 2003. A message from the Minister inviting 
Quebecers to participate in the consultations will also appear on the Web site. 
 
Public hearings will be held between January 26, 2004 and February 6, 2004. The number and 
choice of cities in which hearings are organized will depend on the number of individuals, groups 
or organizations submitting briefs. The public can also directly share by E-mail with the Minister of 
Finance its opinions, comments or concerns (consultation.ministre@finances.gouv.qc.ca). 
 
“The reflection that we are going to engage in together must allow us to better pinpoint the 
questions that we are facing and to make better choices. By participating in the public hearings or 
simply by sending directly to me their comments, Quebecers can share with me their suggestions 
and observations on all facets of Québec’s public finances. I wish to assure them that I will give 
their input my full attention,” Mr. Séguin concluded. 
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